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Treasure in Jars of Clay 
(Tesoro en vasos de barro) 

 
 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay,  
to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 

2 Corinthians 4:7 (ESV) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Some background on the Paul and the Corinthian Church 

• Paul is writing to a church with many challenges. 

• Paul’s relationship with the believers in Corinth is a “painful” one.  

• A key question: Why should the Corinthian believers trust the Apostle Paul? 

• In this letter, Paul addresses the Corinthian’s questions and helps us to understand 
better our own ministries as students and leaders, especially how and why God uses 
suffering in our lives. 
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Day One 

• Invite God to open your heart and mind to His Word. 

• Read the passage below (1 Corinthians 3) at least once. 

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his 

face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an 

end. 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that 

same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day 

whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is 

removed.17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.18 And 

we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

• Carefully consider and answer these questions about the passage: 

o What is the “veil” Paul refers to in this passage? Is it literal or figurative, or both? 

 

 

 

 

o How does Paul describe “the Lord” here? Why does he use this language? 

 

 

 

 

o The word translated “beholding” in verse 18 is literally “reflecting.” How does 

this word help us understand how we are “transformed into the same image 

(i.e., of God in Christ)”? 

 

 

 

 

• Prayerfully write down what you found meaningful in this passage.  
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Day Two 

• Invite God to open your heart and mind to His Word. 

• Read the passage below (1 Corinthians 4) at least once.  

1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have 

renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with 

God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's 

conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 

them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 

• Carefully consider and answer these questions about the passage: 

o Paul says he has his ministry “by the mercy of God,” and the same is true of us 

(whatever ministry God has called each of us to).  What does this mean? Is there 

any sense in which Paul (or we) deserve the ministries we have been given? 

 

 

 

o Paul adds that, because his ministry is by the mercy of God, he does not “lose 

heart.” How and why would Paul say this? What does God’s mercy have to do 

with us not “losing heart”? 

 

 

 

o What keeps unbelievers from understanding and responding to the gospel? 

 

 

 

o How does Paul describe Jesus Christ here? Consider Genesis 1:26-27 in light of 

what Paul says. 

 

 

 

 

• Prayerfully write down what you found meaningful in this passage.  
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Day Three 

• Invite God to open your heart and mind to His Word. 

• Read the passage below (1 Corinthians 4) at least once. 

5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

• Carefully consider and answer these questions about the passage: 

o Paul writes that he proclaims Jesus as Lord rather than promoting himself. In the 

church at Corinth, there were many people who claimed to be followers of one 

minister (e.g., Apollos, Cephas) or another. Some even claimed to be uniquely 

followers of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 1:10-13). How might we be in danger in 

Belize of promoting ourselves rather than Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

o Paul describes his role as a servant “for Jesus sake.” What are some qualities and 

actions that define what it means to be a servant? 

 

 

 

 

o Consider Paul’s lengthy description of what God has shone into our hearts: “the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” How would 

you paraphrase what Paul is trying to communicate here? 

 

 

 

 

 

• Prayerfully write down what you found meaningful in this passage.  
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Day Four 

• Invite God to open your heart and mind to His Word. 

• Read the passage below (1 Corinthians 4) at least once. 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and 
not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who 
live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
 

• Carefully consider and answer these questions about the passage: 

o Paul describes us as “jars of clay.” What are some characteristics of clay jars that 

Paul might have in mind? Why according to Paul did God choose to make us “jars 

of clay”? 

 

 

 

o Our clay-ness means that we suffer in this life. According to Paul what are the 

positive benefits of the way we carry “death” in our bodies? Explain. 

 

 

 

o How does Paul’s (and our) suffering benefit others? How is this like Jesus’ 

suffering benefiting others?  

 

 

 

o How does Paul’s discussion of human suffering confirm or challenge your view of 

the world and of the Christian life? 

 

 

 

• Prayerfully write down what you found meaningful in this passage.  
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Day Five 

• Invite God to open your heart and mind to His Word. 

• Read the passage below (1 Corinthians 4) at least once. 

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I 
spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so 
that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God. 
 

• Carefully consider and answer these questions about the passage: 

o Paul’s quotation, “I believed, and so I spoke,” is taken from Psalm 116:10. Read 

this psalm and describe briefly what it is about. How does it fit with Paul’s 

message here in 2 Corinthians 4? 

 

 

 

 

o What is the future hope Paul describes for our bodies? 

 

 

 

 

o How does suffering lead to grace and to increased thanksgiving, all to God’s 

glory? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Prayerfully write down what you found meaningful in this passage.  
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Day Six 

• Invite God to open your heart and mind to His Word. 

• Read the passage below (1 Corinthians 4) at least once. 

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 

renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 

of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things 

that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 

eternal. 

 

• Carefully consider and answer these questions about the passage: 

o Paul again refers to not losing heart. How does verse 15 in the previous passage 

help us understand why he doesn’t lose heart? 

 

 

 

 

o How does God use our suffering to prepare us for the future? What does that 

future look like according to Paul? 

 

 

 

 

o What is our responsibility in this process according to Paul? What does it mean 

to “look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen?” How 

does the “unseen” fit with Paul’s promise of bodily resurrection of believers (see, 

for example, 2 Corinthians 5)? 

 

 

 

 

 

• Prayerfully write down what you found meaningful in this passage.  
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Some final Thoughts 
 

• It is not fancy preaching that brings the kingdom, but speaking God’s truth boldly and 
accurately, even if people do not respond. 

• Paul’s and the church’s suffering is not a sign of God’s disfavor. 

• Our suffering is due to living in “jars of clay” – our weaknesses in this life ensure that it is 
God who receives credit and glory, not us. 

• God uses our suffering in this world to allow us to identify with and experience Jesus 
Christ, and like Jesus to bless other people through and because of our suffering. 

 

 


